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2018-2019 School Year 

A Commitment to Excellence 

Greetings Bengal Family! 
Itôs hard to believe that we are already in the hustle and bustle of the holiday season. Alt-
hough we are in the midst of completing first semester, believe it or not, planning is under-
way for the 2019-2020 school year.  
Our counselors have put together the tentative timeline of school-visits and parent nights to 
share information about our great school and the many, many opportunities that our dedicat-
ed and experienced staff will provide. Part of personalizing the educational experience for 
our students is providing a myriad of classes that are meaningful to them.  
There are numerous examples of exceptional achievement by our students at Helena High 
School. Part of becoming a great high school is expecting each student to achieve his/her 
highest potential. Our school has established a great history of opportunity and high achieve-
ment. I want to discuss a couple of areas where we have promoted an attitude of high expec-
tations: Promoting open enrollment in honors, Advanced Placement and dual credit courses 
as well as 21st century career and technical education courses.  
Currently, Helena High School offers 16 Advanced Placement options with three new cours-
es slated for next year. These options are contained under the umbrella of the AP Capstone 
program. AP Capstone, which will be completed next year, will provide students extra 
recognition for their challenging coursework. Students receiving AP Capstone recognition 
will have scored a 3 or higher on four AP courses of their choice, as well as a 3 or better in 
AP Seminar and AP Research. This diploma program is being recognized by an increasing 
number of colleges and universities across the country. For more information, visit col-
legeboard.org/apcapstonehed.  
In addition to the AP course opportunities we provide, educator and student commitment has 
resulted in the Helena School District being named to the AP Honor Roll for 7 consecutive 
years. Only 55 school districts in the entire country can boast of this kind of success. Honor 
roll recognition is determined by increased student enrollment in AP courses as well as 
maintaining or increasing passing rates (3 -5) on the AP exam. The commitment of our staff 
and students has resulted in students passing at rates that exceed state, national and interna-
tional levels.  
Dual credit opportunities continue to expand for our students. Currently, Helena High 
School offers 18 different dual credit courses currently serving 297 students on our campus. 
These rigorous courses are helping students not only to prepare for the demands of college 
but can contribute to significant cost savings for families when they attend schools in the 
Montana University System. Finally, many of these courses will support class requirements 
that are part of the Big Sky Pathways, pathways developed with our strong, established rela-
tionship with Helena College. Please visit http://www.helenacollege.edu/
admissions_enrollment/careerpathways.aspx, for more information on these pathways. 
Finally, career and technical education courses offer an additional way to get students in-
volved in a rigorous curriculum combined with a 21st century future. We offer highly recog-
nized, established and sought-after courses in culinary arts, welding, carpentry, automotive, 
drafting, business, computer programming and healthcare. Many of our students will leave 
these programs with some form of advanced certification, ensuring they have a pathway to 
the world of work. Partnerships with Helena area businesses result in increased opportunities 
for job shadows, internships, pre-apprenticeships and apprenticeship programs for our stu-
dents.  
These programs are a sample of the exceptional programming we have to offer at Helena 
High School. If you have further questions, I encourage you to contact any of our adminis-
trators or counselors at the high school to gather further information. Or, please join us for 
any of our parent nights. Watch for these announcements soon.  
Finally, as we move further into the holiday season, I hope you can spend an evening enjoy-
ing one of our many choir, orchestra or band performances. These talented students and in-
structors will be sure to put you in the holiday spirit.  
We hope you will join us! 
Steve Thennis 
Principal 
Helena High School 
Go Bengals! 
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Concert Dates 
The following dates should be 
marked on your calendar for up-
coming choir concerts: 

 
Tuesday, December 11th at HMS at 
7:00 (students to be there at 5:30) 
 
Tuesday, December 18th at the Cap-
ital Rotunda at 1:00.  This is a com-
bined HHS/CHS Concert which 
includes Starlighters and Saturdayôs 
Children only. 

ACT 
ACT is scheduled for 4/2/2019 
 

Dec-Jan Calendar 
Dec. 8th Winter Formal 
             8-11 Carroll College 
Dec. 10th HHS Band Concert 
     6:30/8:00 HHS Gym 
Dec. 11th HHS Orchestra  
  Concert 7:00 CHS 
Dec. 11th HHS Choir Concert 
  7:00 HMS auditor. 
Dec. 24-Jan1st   NO SCHOOL 
    Winter Break 
Jan 15th-17th  Semester Tests 
Jan 18th   NO SCHOOL 
Jan. 21st  NO SCHOOL 
   Martin Luther King 
Jan 22nd 3rd Quarter Begins 

 Semester Test Schedule 
Jan. 15th    0 hr. 8:20-9:40 
        1st   9:55-11:15 
        2nd  11:50-1:10 
Jan. 16th     3rd    8:20-9:40 
         4th   9:55-11:15 
                    5th   11:50-1:10 
Jan. 17th      6th   8:20-9:40 
                    7th    9:55-11:15 
Lunch at 11:15-11:50  each day 
Make-up tests  1:25-2:45 M,T 
Busses will run at the regular 
times except the 17th - noon bus 

http://www.helenacollege.edu/admissions_enrollment/careerpathways.aspx
http://www.helenacollege.edu/admissions_enrollment/careerpathways.aspx


Winter Formal 
 

WHEN:    December 8th from 8-11pm  
WHERE: The basement of  the Carroll Campus Center also   

known as "The Cube". 

Niceness is Priceless Club 
 

Niceness is Priceless club is saying YES to November by sharing lots of 
positivity and spirit at Helena High.  This month we are wishing students a 
SWEET Thanksgiving by randomly passing out candy during lunch on 
Tuesday, Nov. 20th and we also put together Random Acts of Kindness to 
pass on among students with a joke of the day.  We meet Thursday in Ms. 

Tuckerôs room (room 15) during lunch.  We have elected club officers (Mishwa Bhavsar ï 
President, Katelyn McKay ï Vice President, Morgan Oie ï Treasurer, Kasey Poepping ï Secre-
tary and Gracie Cumley ï Social Media Specialist) and have also gotten a grant from the Hele-
na Exchange Club to help us get off the ground.  Thanks so much Helena Exchange Club! We 
will be volunteering at Intermountainôs Festival of Trees and have a bunch of other ideas and 
invitations for spreading kindness in the Helena community and at Helena High.  Everyone is 
welcome and weôd love you to join us!  

Going to Winter 
Formal? 

 

NEED A DRESS FOR WINTER FORMAL?   

Drop by Mrs. Hillôs Room (58) and browse through 
the gently used dresses during lunch, Wednesday 

through Friday this week and next.   



Congratulations to 
the Helena High Sci-
ence Olympiad 
team!  The team placed 
3rd at state out of 57 
teams on November 
20th at MSU Bo-
zeman.  Gold medals 
went to the first place 
teams in Fossils (Heath 
Caldwell and Alyssa 
Plant), Dynamic Planet-
-Glaciers (Heath Cald-
well and Alyssa Plant), 
GeoLogic Mapping 
(Heath Caldwell and 
Owen Petersen) and 
Water Quality (Carson 
Putnam and Avery 
Skibicki). 

CongratulationsðScience Olympiad Team 



News from the Nurse... 
 



Attendance News 
 
Parents:  Please remember to give the attendance office at least an 
hourôs heads up when you want your student dismissed.  This eliminates 
any problem getting them dismissed on time.  Also, if you call in ad-
vance, your student can meet you outside.  You donôt have to come to 
the office to excuse them.   
 

Thanks for your help! 

RDMHNQ !FNNC KTBJ» @CUDQSHRDLDMSR 

Vigilante Yearbook -  Helena high  

 

Submission DEADLINE:   January 4, 2019 

Please keep this date in mind and begin making your ñgood luckò advertisement well in advance ð you never know when technolog-
ical difficulties will slow you down!  

 

Creating your advertisement  
Go to the Balfour website, select Helena High, MT (Careful! There is a Helena High, AL), and select the Yearbook icon. Or, visit 
https://www.balfour.com/shop/yearbook?smi=85664.  Select the size of advertisement you would like to create and begin the process 
of creating your advertisement! If you run into problems, please contact me (Ms. Walsh at mwalsh@helenaschools.org) and I will 
reach out to our Balfour representatives. 

 

Senior Ads  ̧Sizes and Prices  

 

 

Frequently asked questions  

Dƻ ǘƻ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦōŀƭŦƻǳǊΦŎƻƳκIŜƭǇ/ŜƴǘŜǊκC!vκ¸ŜŀǊōƻƻƪ҈нл!Řǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΗ 

 

CNM½S ENQFDS SN OTQBG@RD @ 

yearbook early!  
Yearbooks cost $75 until January 21st! After that, they cost $85 for the rest of the year. 

Full page 8.333 x 11.333 $300 

2/3 page 8.333 x 7.556 $200 

Half page 8.333 x 5.667 $175 

1/3 page 8.333 x 3.778 $100 

1/9 page 2.778 x 3.778 $75 

Business Card 2.778 x 1.889 $50 

https://www.balfour.com/shop/yearbook?smi=85664
mailto:mwalsh@helenaschools.org
https://www.balfour.com/HelpCenter/FAQ/Yearbook%20Ads




Cell Phone Collection 
Helena High School American Welding Society Club is collecting old cell phones for Cell 

Phones for Soldiers Inc. Please bring in your old cell phones to be recycled and the 

money from recycling, will help purchase calling cards for our soldiers.  

 

We will be collecting phones from November 12, 2018 to January 31, 2018. You can drop all cell 

phones off at the Helena High School Main Office or at the Helena High School Welding Shop at 1300 

Billings Avenue during school hours. 

ATTENTION ALL PARENTS of  
Algebra 1 & Algebra 2 students!! 

There is an online book that your student can  
access from any electronic device. 

Online book (NOT interactive and DOESNõT require a password): 
ŃGo to www.bigideasmath.com 
Click on the text that says òEasy access materials?ó in the white bar at the 
bottom of the page. 

Click on the green òClick hereó button below the bar that says òLooking for the 
free easy access home edition?ó 

There will be a white bar in the middle of the page that says òChoose your pro-
gramó. Click that and then pick COMMON CORE HIGH SCHOOL. Click òGoó 

Choose your book ð Algebra 1 or Algebra 2. 

ɞʃÜʂ ʃɷɰʃ ʃɸɼɴ ɾɵ ʈɴɰʁ ɰɶɰɸɽ ɵɾʁ Night to 

Shine. Audition forms are in the main of-

fice as well as online at Montana DECA. 

Forms are due no later than December 

12th. Auditions will be held January 10-11 

at HMS. We are looking for all types of 

ɰɲʃʂ ɰɽɳ ʃɰɻɴɽʃʂ ɵɾʁ ʃɷɸʂ ʈɴɰʁÜʂ ʂɷɾʆ. ɞɵ 

you have any questions, please contact 

Mr. Hollow.  

http://www.bigideasmath.com

