
F A F S A

What does it stand for?
Free Application for Federal Student Aid

Why FAFSA?
This is your annual application to apply for student loans and 
grants. 

Where do I access the application?
Online at FAFSA.gov



F A F S A  C O N T I N U E D

• Student Loan- Money to help pay for your college education that you will eventually repay.

• Grants- Money to help you pay for your college education that you are not expected to repay 

in most cases.

• FAFSA is a part of the college preparation process. The expectation is that you will complete 

the FAFSA even if you don’t qualify for grants.

• Why complete it? FAFSA generates a SAR document (student aid report). You won’t have 

access to it without a completed FAFSA application. Some scholarships require the SAR as part 

of their application. 

• Remember- just because you are offered a loan, doesn’t mean you have to accept it.



S T E P  O N E

• Apply for your FSA ID at www.fsaid.ed.gov/

In order to do the application: 

The student must have an FSA ID

AND

One parent/guardian must have an 
FSA ID.

http://www.fsaid.ed.gov/


S T E P  T W O

The FAFSA Application is available online at www.fafsa.gov

Application available: October 1st

Priority deadline: December 1st

Materials you will need to complete the application:

• FSA ID — to obtain an FSA ID • W-2s, tribal income, other aid

(TANF, child support, other benefits)

• Correct Social Security numbers • Additional asset information

(Students/Parents) (money market funds, stocks, other 

investments)

• 2019 Federal Tax Returns • Untaxed income information

http://www.fafsa.gov/


New Users!

Access the FAFSA application at 

www.fafsa.gov



N E E D  A S S I S T A N C E ?

• Text FAFSAHELP to 41411

• Use the Help Center in the top right corner of the FAFSA web page

Carroll College Financial Aid Office (406) 447-5425

Helena College Financial Aid Office (406) 447-6913

Please note that the financial aid offices at these institutions provide local assistance. You do not  
need to be planning to attend one of those schools to receive help. 



Stay tuned for more financial aid information to follow soon!

Go Bengals!


