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2023-2024 School Year 

HELENA HIGH SCHOOL 

Oct 4 

National Walk to School Day 

 

Oct 5 

HHS Open House 6:00 PM 

 

Oct 19-20 

 NO SCHOOL 

MFPE Educators Conference 

 

Oct 23— 

Picture Retake Day 

 

Oct 21 

State Cross Country –

Kalispell 

 

Oct 24—Choir/Orchestra 

Concert HMS 7:00 PM 

 

Oct 28th 

State Soccer Championship 

 

Nov 6th 

2nd Quarter begins 

 

Nov 5th 

Daylight Savings  

Time Ends 

Happy Tuesday to our Bengal Community! 

I hope this October edition of the newsletter finds you and your 
family well. Fall in Montana is undoubtedly my favorite Montana 
season. Having taken a short trip to Glacier this past weekend, I 
know that winter is most definitely on its way! Enjoy the beauty 
of Montana before the snow flies!  

I would like to invite you to attend our Open House this Thursday 
evening, 10/5, at 6:00 p.m. We will begin the evening in the gym 
for a brief introduction and then you can be on your way to visit 
the day-to-day schedule of your child and put names to face of 
the teachers that are working with your student each day. Even 
though this is an incredibly short visit to the classroom, we hope 
it fosters further and deeper communication throughout the 
year. We have a dedicated, talented, and student-centered 
group of educators at HHS and we look forward to partnering 
with you in the educational journey of your child.  

In addition to the class schedule you will follow, there will also 
be some opportunities to visit with some of our community part-
ners, visit our counseling center, or take a visit to our library for 
some refreshments.  

Hope to see you Thursday night! 

Go Bengals! 

Steve Thennis 
Principal 
Helena High School  



 

Parents-Guardians: 

Please give the attendance office at least an hour’s notice when picking up 
your student.  It is very difficult to get some students out of particular classes 
(i.e. PE and the shop building).  Also, as a reminder, you can leave your stu-
dent’s name on our voicemail when they are out all day, no need to continue to 
call until you get a live person.   
 
In the mornings we are usually busy with taking messages on voicemail and 
emails, as well as waiting on late students and parents coming in and can’t al-
ways answer the phone.  Please feel free to leave us a message, those are 
checked frequently throughout the day and if you’re giving us an hour’s notice, 
we’ll get the message in time.   
 
Thanks for your help!!  The Attendance Office 

You may reach them at 324-2211 or HHSAttendance@helenaschools.org.   

 
 

Welding Classes 
We will be offering a required OSHA 10 class again this year for all Welding II, III, and IV stu-

dents. There is no cost for this class. This is not a certification but when finished with the class 

students will have an OSHA 10 card. This means that our students will have a head start in em-

ployment opportunities. The students that currently hold cards will not have to take the class. 

They will attend their normal class schedule. For the students who do not have their cards they 

will be required to attend two full days of OHSA 10 class. They will be excused from their other 

classes to attend this class. This will be a school-related ab-

sence.  We want you to be aware of the schedule and the require-

ments for this class. 

 

Our class is scheduled for November 14th and 15th from 8:20-2:20.   If 

you have any questions, please contact Cindy Galbavy at 324-2180 

or cgalbavy@helenaschools.org  

mailto:HHSAttendance@helenaschools.org
mailto:cgalbavy@helenaschools.org


ANGEL FUND 
 
Attention Helena High Families 
 

Angel Fund applications are NOW AVAILABLE in the Counseling Office from October 
3rd through November 30th.   
 
If your student has satisfactory attendance and qualifies for Free/Reduced lunch, he/
she will be eligible to receive $200.00 to spend on clothing, shoes, at one of our local 
partner stores. 
  
Please come to the Counseling Office at Helena High School to request an application.  
Once the application is completed and signed, you will be notified that you can begin 
shopping at one of our local partner stores.  At Helena High, the student is asked to do a 
thank you note to the Angel Fund board for the gift of clothes. 
 
http://angelfundhelena.org  

 

reen Group is in its 17th year of existence! We continue to take stu-
dents to Sage Mountain Center in the mountains between Butte and 
Whitehall. This is a beautifully designed center built of local materials 
and completely off-the-grid. Students learn about photovoltaic solar 
energy, hot water solar, passive solar, wind energy, and other green 
technologies, including composting toilets. The center features a year-
round, high-altitude solar garden. Owner Chris Borton gives great edu-
cational tours, and we are pleased to continue offering this experience 

for Helena High students. 

 

On Oct. 12 and 13, there will be another major event in Montana. Youth from Livingston are 
hosting a statewide youth climate summit. Featured speakers are Dr. Cathy Whitlock and 
Dr. Steven Running, climate scientists. 

 

If you know students interested in the environment and in climate, please have them con-
tact Ms. Van Alstyne or Ms. Pichette, Green Group advisors. Green Group also is continuing 
its association with the Museum of the Rockies and the U.S. Smithsonian Institution (we are 
one of only ten student groups selected for this honor nationwide). 

http://angelfundhelena.org


Senior Pictures 

Vigilante Yearbook - Helena high 

 

Submission DEADLINE:  OCTOBER 20, 2023 

Please keep this date in mind and make your appointments early. Photographers also need time to 

process your photos before they can be submitted. If you have any questions, please contact Ms. 

Walsh at 324-2310 or at mwalsh@helenaschools.org.  

 

PHOTO guidelines: 

1. The digital image must be a portrait frame (vertical), not a landscape frame (horizontal). Land-

scape images will be cropped by us.  

2. Images should be no smaller than 4x6 inches and 300 dpi. Preferred size is 5x7 at 300 dpi. 

When in doubt, send us the original file. Photos taken on a cell phone are NOT high enough resolu-

tion and may be denied for print. 

3. All photos MUST be in color. No black and white or sepia photos will be accepted.  

4. No props may be visible, i.e. cars, animal, flags or instruments. We would rather highlight you 

on the other pages in this manner.  

5. Dress should be appropriate attire; standard school dress is suggested. 

 

Submission guidelines: 

1. Photos must be submitted in a digital format by email (mwalsh@helenaschools.org). 

Emailing images from your phone may compress the image, so please use a computer.  

2. Saved the image as LastnameFirstname. For example, Anna Smith would be SmithAnna.  

 

notice: 

Photos that do not adhere to these standards may be cut from the yearbook. The student’s school 

photo will be substituted if the requirements are not met or if we do not receive a photo by the dead-

line.  

If we do not receive a senior photo and the student did not have a school picture taken, they will not 

be included in the portrait section of the yearbook. 

 



Senior "Good Luck” advertiSementS 

Vigilante Yearbook - Helena high 

 

Submission DEADLINE:  January 1st, 2024 

Please keep this date in mind and begin making your “good luck” advertisement well in advance — you never 

know when technological difficulties will slow you down!  

 

Creating your advertisement  

Go to the Yearbook Order Center website, select Helena High, MT . Or, visit https://

www.yearbookordercenter.com/.  Our school order code is 7088.  Select the size of advertisement you would 

like to create and begin the process of creating your advertisement! The deadline for senior congratulations 

messages is January 1st. If you run into problems, please contact me (Ms. Walsh at 

mwalsh@helenaschools.org) and I will reach out to our representatives. 

 

Senior Ads – Sizes and Prices 

 

 

Frequently asked questions  

For answers to frequently asked questions—send an email to:  yearbookordercenter@herffjones.com 

 

don’t ForGet to purchaSe a yearbook earLy!  

Yearbooks now cost $75 until February 1st. After that date, the cost will be $85 for the 

rest of the year.  You can order a yearbook at https://

www.yearbookordercenter.com/. Our school order code is 7088.   

Full page 8.333 x 11.333 $325 

Half page 8.333 x 7.556 $165 

1/4 page 8.333 x 3.778 $100 

1/8 page 2.778 x 3.778 $55 

https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fjhq_XWzm5yAae5XZTxCLrA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRlExWDP0QkaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueWVhcmJvb2tvcmRlcmNlbnRlci5jb20vVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjLAPiMWPBkoZLUhhiYWxsZW5AaGVsZW5hc2Nob29s
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fjhq_XWzm5yAae5XZTxCLrA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRlExWDP0QkaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueWVhcmJvb2tvcmRlcmNlbnRlci5jb20vVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjLAPiMWPBkoZLUhhiYWxsZW5AaGVsZW5hc2Nob29s


Accidental Damage or Loss Protection Details 

 

Helena Public Schools recommends the purchase of accidental damage protection 
prior to the deployment of the Chromebook to your student. Helena Public 
Schools will be the sole provider of this protection.  

 

Under this accidental damage protection plan, the Chromebook is protected 
against accidental damage or loss due to an act of nature. The Helena Public 
Schools will require that a police report be submitted in cases of theft. Fraudulent 

reporting of theft will be turned over to the police for prosecution. A student making a false report will also be 
subject to disciplinary action as outlined by board policy.  

 

This protection plan does not cover loss of the Chromebook and/or its accessories, cosmetic damage, or dam-
age caused by intentional misuse and abuse. The Helena Public Schools will assess the Chromebook damage 
and repair or replace the device if the damage is determined to be accidental and within the protection guide-
lines. 

 

The device should not be disassembled, nor should there be any attempt to repair it by anyone other than a 
school authorized vendor. The Helena Public Schools has the right to decide when a Chromebook should be 
repaired in house versus filing a claim with the manufacturer. 

 

Students and parents will be charged for Chromebook damage that is a result of misuse or abusive handling. 
Parents will be billed for parts and labor. Parents/Students will be charged for full replacement 
cost of a device that has been damaged beyond repair due to intentional misuse or abuse. 

 

Loaner Chromebooks may be issued to students when their Chromebooks are sent out for repair by the Tech-
nology Department. If repair is needed due to malicious damage, the school may refuse to provide a loaner 
Chromebook. 

 

Estimated Cost Replacement Table: 

 

Repair costs are estimates and can change. 
 

Payment for the accident protection plan is due by FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15th.  

Coverage is Effective from the date of payment to August 31, 2024.  Payment can be made on 
line at:  https://helenaschools.revtrak.net/ 

Part Replacement 
Cost* 

Accidental Dam-
age 

Intentional Damage 

Display $100 Covered Full Price 

Keyboard Replace-
ment 

$110 Covered Full Price 

Bottom Assembly $150 Covered Full Price 

Battery $60 Covered Full Price 

Bezel $80 Covered Full Price 

Trackpad $60 Covered Full Price 

AC Adaptor $25 Covered Full Price 



Picture Retakes will take 
place on October 23rd in the 
TLC lab in the Library.  If you 
missed the first picture day, 
please get your picture taken 
at this time.  This is the picture 
that will be on your student ID 
and in the yearbook. If you 
purchased a packet of pictures 
and want to retake your pic-
tures, be sure to bring the first 
packet of pictures to return 
when you have the retakes 
done.  

You can still order on mylifetouch.com with your Picture Day ID: 
EVTDM9BJN

Attention Seniors—Send Mrs. Walsh your senior portraits by Halloween!   

Go here for  portrait guidelines.  

https://hhs.helenaschools.org/about/yearbook/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HHS American Welding Society Club is collecting cell 

phones for Cell Phones for Soldiers Inc. We will be collect-

ing phones from November 1, 2022 to January 31st, 2023. 

You can drop all cell phones off at the Helena High School 

Main Office or the Welding Shop at 1300 Billings Ave. dur-

ing school hours.  

 

 

  

HHS will be selling our annual Christmas orna-
ments during October 26th-Dec 5th. or until sup-
plies last. Please check out our Facebook page  for 
the design and price. We will post the new design 
on Oct 26th.    

 
https://www.facebook.com/Helena-High-School-AWS-Club-
433212223404570/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Helena-High-School-AWS-Club-433212223404570/
https://www.facebook.com/Helena-High-School-AWS-Club-433212223404570/


 

Emily Rodway BSN, RN, NCSN   
406-324-2216 

erodway@helenaschools.org    

mailto:erodway@helenaschools.org












School Leadership Team – School-wide Goals and Data 

At Helena High, we use data to guide our efforts in ensuring the success 

of every student. Each month, we’ll share a snapshot of the data we work 

with to keep you informed about our focus. 

Our School Leadership Team, consisting of teachers, administrators, 

counselors, our school psychologist, and instructional coach, plays a piv-

otal role in shaping our school’s instructional direction. They collect in-

person classroom data and analyze academic and assessment data to set 

yearly instructional goals.  

In September, we administered iReady diagnostics to all 9th through 11th 

grade students, establishing a baseline to determine appropriate class 

placements. Currently, 60% of our students are approaching or above pro-

ficiency in reading and 46% in math. While we’ve made significant pro-

gress post-COVID, there’s room for improvement.  

Following the iReady assessments, our SLT convened to establish goals 

for the 2023-2024 school year. Our primary focuses will be fostering active 

engagement among all students (including daily writing across all sub-

jects) and promoting instructional collaboration among staff. This means 

we want all students to participate in all learning, and we want our teach-

ers to work together to plan and reflect on student learning. These two fo-

cuses will enable us to provide targeted professional development 

throughout the year.  

Should you have questions about HHS data or goals for the year, please 

reach out to Mr. Thennis or Mrs. Meghan Schulte. For inquiries regarding 

district data and assessments, you can contact Mrs. Kaitlyn Hess.  

Thank you for joining us in supporting your stu-

dent’s journey to become the best Bengal they can 

be! 

 



Congratulations to our Homecoming Royalty 

Lady Dakota Leiberg & Lord Titus Wetzel 

Duchess  
Ella McCarthy   
Duke  
Drew  
Esponda   



Princess Hadyn Garza & Prince James Fox 

Queen Annika Nehring  King Kyler Larson 



HELENA HIGH SCHOOL 

OPEN HOUSE 
THURSDAY   

October 5, 2023 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

We would like to invite and welcome you to Helena High School Open House.  The students and staff of HHS are proud of the 

work that takes place in the classroom each day and we are excited to share that with you.  Below please find a time schedule 

for the evening and a space for your child to write in their class schedule.  Your child can also obtain their schedule from 

Power School.   

6:00 – 6:15   Informational meeting with HHS Administration in the gymnasium. 

 

 

 

If your child has a study hall – you are invited to meet the counselors in the counseling office and learn 

what kind of services they can provide for your child and family.  Refreshments will be available in the 

library.  Get a cookie and see what the library has to offer as well.  Administrators will be in the main of-

fice and in the halls, should you have any questions.  

Welcome to Helena High! Go Bengals!    

Period Passing Times Start Time End Time 

1 6:15 – 6:20 6:20 6:30 

2 6:30 – 6:35 6:35 6:45 

3 6:45 – 6:50 6:50 7:00 

4 7:00 – 7:05 7:05 7:15 

5 7:15 – 7:20 7:20 7:30 

6 7:30 – 7:35 7:35 7:45 

0 and 7 7:45 – 7:50 7:50 8:00 

Period Class Room Teacher 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

0 or 7    




