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Writ 101 Summer Reading Assignment:

Please read the attached Summer Reading Assignment. Select one of the memoir options to read and analyze. You can check the book out through the main office. If you have questions, please stop by my room (Rm 27) this week. Before you begin reading, prepare a document or a piece of notebook paper with a proper heading. Break your memoir into manageable sections. I want you reading for enjoyment FIRST....then stop, reflect and engage with the text. Active reading strategies are an essential piece to success in this course. As you read, unpack the text. You may annotate any way you desire, but you must provide evidence of engagement. Think beyond just summarizing the “what” that is happening. Annotate key events (Ahas!), elements and questions (What Whats?) you notice; also, try to practice some sort of “tabbing” or annotation strategy—use sticky notes to identify important or problematic passages. Once the year begins, you will work with your writing circle to hone your tabbing and coding skills in order to develop your capacity to approach complex texts in college. 

With your writing, I want you engaged in talking about the words. This means looking for patterns or interesting things inside of language; it doesn't perform the operation "This is what the passage says"; it performs the work of "This is what I notice in the passage."  In that shift lies a whole lot of potential for engagement and lively writing.  

This assignment is due Friday, August 28, 2026. You will submit your annotations and the book w/sticky notes tabbed. If you do not have the assignment ready to turn in, it will be a zero in the gradebook with no opportunity for late submission. 

I look forward to reading and discussing your insight. Enjoy the book and enjoy your summer! 
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Happy thoughts, Mrs. P. 

Shannin Preshinger, M.Ed., NBCT
College Writing 101/English IV / English III
Helena High School
(406) 324- 2305 
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